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Big goals 
ahead 


for isles 
in 2018 


The new year is pivotal for rail, politics 
and the Thirty Meter Telescope 


By Kevin Dayton 


kdayton@staradvertiser.com 


for the train, the telescope and the 
governor. 

The Federal Transit Administration 
will decide in 2018 whether a contro- 
versial new financing plan for Hono- 
lulu’s $9 billion rail line is backed by 
enough money to actually com- 
plete the troubled project, which 
will soon enter its most challeng- 
ing construction phase through 
the city center. 

This will also be a year of 
reckoning for the Thirty Me- 
ter Telescope, which has 
been stalled since 2015 
when litigation and 
protests on Mauna 
Kea blocked con- 
struction of the 
$1.4 billion star- 
gazing proj- 
ect. 


J udgment day is coming this year 


INSIDE 


Popular tourist site plans 
to expand its operations 


By Andrew Gomes 


agomes@staradvertiser.com 


A local ranch popular for its 
recreational activities and sce- 
nic tours wants to expand but rc) 


a ) 7 A: needs city approval to lift re- 
- | Sere = strictions on its operations. 
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Kualoa Ranch in Windward 
Oahu is proposing to add new 


buildings and roughly 100 more 
parking stalls, extend its hours 


And Gov. David Ige will face one of the greatest politi- ~ 
cal challenges of his career as he seeks re-election to a E 
second term. Ige is being opposed by fellow Democrat 
and U.S. Rep. Colleen Hanabusa, a formidable and 


widely known politician who was the first woman to be- of business and lift caps on the — T 
come president of the state Senate. number of visitors and recre- — | Cie 
t k d 0 S ational vehicles it can have. 
Rail costs could climb The family-owned ranch esti- STAR-ADVERTISER 
The escalating cost of the city’s 20-mile rail line forced : mates that its expansion plan 
the Honolulu Authority for Rapid Transportation to pro- Marcus Mariota leads would cost $4.4 million and not 


duce a financial “recovery plan” for rail in September, Tennessee to its first trip create significant negative im- modification ara cy permit, 


but it isn’t certain yet whether the new financial plan pacts on the environment, agri- Coula raise CORE ayer he 


will pass muster with the Federal Transit Administra- to the P lay offs in nine years cultural operations or the growth a whales initially ap: 
proved in 1985 as a relatively 


tion. SPORTS / C1 community. ; ; 

HART Executive Director Andrew Robbins said HART “It’s aal nak growth,” said small -o attraction ön land 
expects to win FTA approval by July, and “we’re on tar- ee a g Jeff Overton, a planner with zoned lor agriculture. P 
get with them.” Pacific Aviation Museum’s Honolulu design firm G70 and heer = ace oe 

The FTA’s opinion matters — a lot — because the fed- operations director retires consultant to the ranch. “It’s a eee ie e en 
eral government pledged $1.55 billion to help fund the after 10 years of success soft-footprint kind of approach.” P : 

Still, the plan, which is sub- 
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HUA XIA : 
CONSTRUCTION LLC It’s time for an update. 


Licensed, Insured & Bonded Lic# BC-29228 


Brand New Construction 


NEW CONSTRUCTION & ADDITIONS * KITCHEN & BATH REMODELS ° ROOFING ommasi 
FREE ESTIMATES! CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE! 


636-1888 


huaxia.hawaii@gmail.com | www.huaxiaconstruction.com 


